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. . . the munitions mentioned in the first letter . . . they received
by order of the governor ... (p. 85) ... in the form and in the
quantities stated in a book wherein this was entered, in the accoun-
tant's office; and by similar order of the governor they dealt these
things out to the persons whom he authorized to receive same, as
will appear in the aforementioned book; and they do not know what
may have become of these munitions. The governor will have a
record of that, for they delivered them by his order.
Asked whether the enemy carried off anything of His Majesty's
which was in deponent's custody3 they said that on the first advice they
received, being informed of the enemy's approach, they exercised great
diligence to remove to safe keeping His Majesty's books and papers
which were in their charge, and everything appertaining thereto.
Because the soldiers were obviously in great need, the governor
sought to have them relieved from the royal treasury, assuring de-
ponents that His Majesty would approve or, if he did not, he would
refund the amount of two thousand pesos current silver. He cited as
precedent the fact that in similar matters and emergencies this was
done elsewhere, and was an expenditure made in defence of His
Majesty's realms. Although deponents objected that there was no
royal order to make this disbursement, finally, when the governor's
importunity had worn them down, deponents decided, on such
surety, to find current silver, both by collecting from certain persons
who owed and also by borrowing; and so they got together some-
thing, they believe, over five hundred pesos. Since they had removed
His Majesty's monies to safety (p. 86) it was not possible for them,
without risk, to bring any money from there.
The day the enemy arrived deponents had this sum in a secretary
in the government house along with the punchions and royal stamp
and hammer and weights. When deponents betook themselves to the
flag-galley, where they believed they could be of most service to His
Majesty, they brought this secretary thither and the aforesaid
articles that they might be more safely kept on board of that vessel.
When the event fell out as it did and the galley was lost, Captain
Juan Castaneda sent word to me, Don Luis de Guzman, that he had
brought the secretary off the galley and had possession of certain
papers which were in it, and had taken out the gold and silver and
the royal stamp and punchions, and that the gold was in his
possession, and that he would deliver it to me, and that he had
hidden the silver, the stamp and the punchions, burying them in the
bush where they were quite safe. Some days later Captain Cas-
taneda saw Don Luis de Guzman and delivered to him a little brick